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Admissions Policy

For entry in the academic year
commencing September 2010

St. Catherine’s Catholic School for Girls is

a Catholic comprehensive school in the
Diocese of Southwark. The governors are fully
committed to maintaining the status of the
school and wish to encourage applications
from girls of all abilities.

Admissions to the school ure made by the
Governing Body.

The plunned humber for udmissions in
September 2009 is 210.

Parents must muke upplication for admission to
Yeur 7 by completing the Common Applicution
Form (CAF) provided by the Locul Educution
Authority in which the applicant lives.

The closing dute set hationally for the return

of the forms to the Locul Educution authority

is Friday 23rd October 2009. Applicutions for
places in other yedr-groups cun be made at
uny fime.

The Governors will require purents to complete
d supplementary form and return this to the
school by the sume dute. The Supplementury
Form will be to estublish Cutholic pructice

und commitment. It will seek informution hot
uvuiluble on the common Applicution Form
relating to the evidence set out in Section 1
below. It will require u reference from u purish
foriest or other minister of religion.

Criteria for admission

Governors will give priority to Cutholic yirls with
Cutholic pructice. Buptised Cutholic yirls whose
practice is not within Cutholic tradition will be
considered ufter Cutholic yirls with Cutholic
practice. The evidence which governhors will
take intfo account will be:

1. Evidence

1.1. A self-ussessment of Cutholic or
Christian pructice and observance, to
be countersighed by the pdarish priest,
chapldincy minister or minister of religion.

1.2. The originuls of the buptismal or First Holy
Communion certificutes of the upplicunts
for pluces.

2. Oversubscription criteria:

Where more applicutions dre received than
there dre pluces, upplicunts will be admitted in
the following order:

2.1. Baptised Cutholic ‘Looked-ufter children’
or ‘Looked-ufter children’ in the care of
Cutholic fumilies, uccording to the Locul
Government aund Children’s Act 1989,

2.2. Buptised Cutholic yirls.
2.3. Other 'Looked-ufter children’.

2.4, Girls who are buptised members of Eustern
rite churches that are not in communion

with the See of Rome.

2.5. Girls who ure Christiuns (either buptised
or prepuring for adult buptism) who dare
in membership of Churches Together in
England or the Evungelicul List, provided
thut they huve u stutement of Church
membership from the uppointed minister

or leuder.

2.6. Girls of other fuiths, provided thut they
have u statement of membership from a

faith leader efc.
2.7. Ofther yirls.

1-2
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Where it is hecessary to choose between
upplicants within euch of these groups, priority
will be given to those yirls whose dpplicutions
show the gredatest degree of religious practice
and commitment, shown from the evidence
described in (1.1. & 1.2.) ubove. Evidence
scrutinised will include: the priest’s endorsement
form showing regulur practice; und evidence of
baptism aund First Holy Communion.

3. Tie-breakers

Where upplicants are of equal stundiny within
euch of 2.1. - 2.6. ubove, the followiny
sub-criteria will apply:

3.1. Within euch of groups 2.1. to 2.6. ubove,
preference will be given to upplicants
who huve u humed sibling uttendiny St.
Cutherine’s Cutholic School for Girls, St.
Columbu’s Cutholic Boys” School or Christ
The King: St Mury’s ut the time of the
upplicunt’s upplication; (Nofe: siblings
eqyudls “brothers or sisters”, udopted
siblings, stepbrothers or sisters and foster
brothers or sisters. It would hot include other
relatives eg cousins.)

3.2. The shortest distunce from the yirl’s

home to the front enfrance of the school
medasured by the Locul Authority. The
distunces ure by the hedrest walking route
(by public highway und lighted footputh)

not ‘us the crow flies’.

4. Notes for guidance

4.1, An upplicant who hus received
sucrumentul buptism according to the
rites of u church which is in membership
of Churches Together in Englund und is
either prepuring formally for or hus maude
her First Holy Communion in u Cutholic
church ut the time of upplicution shall be
considered u Cutholic for the purposes of
these criteria, us will un upplicunt buptised
into un Eustern rite church which is in
communion with the See of Rome.

4.2. Applicutions mude ufter the closing dute
will be processed once the ullocution

procedure for on-time upplicutions hus
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been finulised. Priority umony upplicutions
will be given to those who have recently
moved into the dredq, in accordunce with
the Admissions criterid,

4.3. The School will keep a Wuiting List. The
order in which applicunts uppeur on the
wuiting-list will be determined according to

the sume criteria us ure the admissions.

4.4, If un upplicant und her purents have lived
in u purish for fewer thun two mMonths ut the
time of upplication, they may seek support

from the purish priest of their previous furish.

4.5, |nthe event that u purish priest has been

in post for fewer than two months before
the fime of signing or who is awuy from the
purish lonyg-term, the governors will accept
u signature from the frevious purish priest, or
from u purish worker (such us u deucon or
fourish sister) who knows the applicunt. In this

cuse, the purish priest should countersign.

4.6. If u Christiun, hon-Cutholic yirl upplies
to the school, whose father or mother
is the locdl minister/pustor, the “priest’s
enhdorsement’ should be counter-signed by

unother auccredited pustor/minister.

5. Appeals

Parents und gyuurdians have the right of uppedl
aguinst any refusdl of the Governing Body to
admit their daughter. All uppedls should be
directed in writing to the Clerk to the Appeuls
Panel af the school (un independent clerk
uppointed under the terms of the relevant
Educdtion Act). A letter expluining the busis for the
uppedl either on the yrounds of muladministration
by the school or because of the over-riding heed
of the child should be received at the school, by
Friday 19th March 2010 ut the lutest,

6. Admissions for September 2009

For entry to Yeur 7 in 2009, 439 upplications
were received und 210 pluces offered un
uccepted. 203 of these were to Cutholic yirls.
For September 2009, there were 31 uppeuls, of
which 31 were heurd. 6 were upheld.
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Ethos, Standards
and Expectations

St Cutherine’s is u very speciul pluce for
our girls. We strive to provide u learning
environment thut is sufe und secure in
both a physicul and emotionul sense. We
do this by busing everything on our shared
uhderstundiny of the Gospel values which
underpin dll our inferactions.

As u Catholic School we are committed to
building u community where euch individuul
feels valued und supported. This is the heart of
our Christian fuith,

We do huve high expectations of the yirls
ucudemicully und encouruge them to develop
high aspirations for themselves. However we dlso
focus on developiny the yirls us youny women
with high self-esteem and self-respect. This is so
importunt in foduy s society where it is hurd for
the yirls to find role models. In the context of u
Cutholic school there is u cleur messuye ubout
mordls und values bused upon the teuchinys of
the church.

We do huve very cleur bounduries und they
are consistently applied. Our behaviour for
ledrning system yives the girls choices und
they know if they muke the wrohyg choice what
the conseyuence will be. Fortunately the vast
mujority of yirls choose to learn und enjoy
yreut success.

Bullying is understundubly u concern for
pdrents and students; we take d very tough line
on this. Cyber bullying which muy tuke pluce
from home cun impuct on life in school und
we urge purents and carers to be vigilant in
monitoriny the uctivities that their duuyhters
ure enyguyed in. Any instunce of bullying once
investiguted und proven will be deult with und
sunctions ygiven.

Attendance ut school is cruciul to proyress
und uttuinment therefore we monitor this very

closely. Absences, which cunnot be expluined
by purents/curers, will be freuted us truuncy
und will incur u serious sunction of u Saturday
detention. Secondury school is u prepurution for
working life and therefore we dlso expect the
yirls to urrive on time. Luteness to school is deult
with by the Yedr Leuders und students will be
detdined ut the end of the duy.

The School Code is regulurly reviewed und
involves our School Council. The yirls of

St Cutherine’s want to learn, They recognise that
a disciplined, well-ordered environment — where
there is mutudl respect between student and
teacher — credtes the right learning climate for
them to do this.

We expect our dirls to be polite, well mannered
and courteous ut dll times und to dll members
of the community. We muke it very clear to the
girls that they dre required to maintain our high
stundurds beyond the school boundury und
any behaviour that brings the yood hame of
the school info disrepute will be taken seriously.

Specidalist School

St Cutherine’s is u member of the Specidlist
School Trust und our specidlism is in Mediu Arts,
The three specidlist subjects through which our
work is driven ure Mediu, English und Dramui,
We dre ruising stundurds in the three subjects
conhcerhed und by workihy throughout the
school on collubordtive projects. We infroduce
und promote innovautive aund active ways of
enhuncinyg our students’ ledrning; mediu texts,
film, drama and literacy skills take u priority
place across the curriculum. We extend our
skills to our paurther primary schools to ensure
that pupils in KS2 cun benefit from our expertise
and facilities. The impact of our specialism is
felt both inside und outside our school, us we
dre to continue to offer many diverse und
exciting opportunities for our students und the
wider community.
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The KS3 Curriculum

Our curriculum focuses on the yudlities und
skills learners heed to succeed in school

und the economic world beyond. It enubles
students to become:

e  successful learners who enjoy leurning,
making progress und achieviny

° confident individuals who dre dable 1o live
sufe, hedlthy und fulfilling lives

o responsible citizens who make u positive
contribution to society

We wunt our students to respond positively to
the opportunities und challenyes of the rapidly
chunying world in which they live and which
they will work in; to huve un ehyuiring mind, to
be credtive thinkers, good communicutors und
independent leurners.

Key Stage 3

All students ut Key Stage 3 (Yeurs 7, 8 und 9)
follow u broud und bulunhced curriculum which
reflects the school’s dims und meets the statutory
requirements of the Educution Act 2002.

The first three yeurs, Yeurs 7 to 9, teuching is
yenerdlly in form groups with the exception of
English, Muths und Science, who set uccording
to ubility in Year 8 und Yeur 9.

In Yeur 7 students huve the opportunity to study
the Credutive Curriculum, which is u skills bused
curriculum. It will help to:

o Develop trunsferuble skills und
competencies such us literacy, numeracy
und ICT.

° Embed Leurning to Learn and Sociul and
Emotional Intelligence into the curriculum.

o Creute enguygement in independent
learning through an innovative and
engaying curriculum for students in the
21st century.
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Year 7 Curriculum

Art

Creutive Curriculum

Design Technology

Drama

Enylish Lunguuge und Literuture
Information Technoloyy

MFL

Music

Muthematics

Personul, Social, Heulth, Citizenship,
Cureers und Sex Educution

Physicul Educdtion
Religious Educdation

Science

Year 8 & 9 Curriculum

Art

Desiyn Technoloyy
Drumu

English Languuge and Literature
Geoyruphy

History

Informution Technoloyy
MFL

Music

Muthematics

Physicul Education
Religious Educution
Science

Personul, Socidl, Heulth, Citizenship,
Cureers und Sex Educution
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The KS4 Curriculum

All students follow a core offer leudiny to
GCSEs in:

e  Reliyious Educution

e  English

o English Literature

e Muthemutics

e  Science (Double uward (2 GCSEs) or
° Bioloyy, Chemistry & Physics

(3 sepurute GCSEs)
o ICT
° Btec PE
o PSHE

All students also follow an ASDAN course in
euch yeur leuding to GCSE

° Cureer Plunning (Yeur 10)
° Certificute of Personal Effectiveness (Year 11)

Additionully students tuke three ucudemic or
vocutiondl optionul courses leuding to GCSEs or
their equivadlent from the following runye:

e Art & Design

o Cutering 7 Hospitulity
° Child Development
o Drama

o French

° Geoyruphy

o Gruphic Products

o Heulth & Sociul Cure
° History

o ICT

° Leisure & Tourism

° Mediu
° Music
° PE

° Performing Arts
e  Spunish

° Textiles

Enrichment programme

We dim to provide opportunities for our most
uble students through high expectutions und
supplementing the normal curriculum with
extension tusks und uctivities. Some uctivities
will be off site or specidlists are invited in to work
with students.

To ensure our students build on their learning
experiences we offer tuster sessions to further
educution involving a number of further
educdutiondl institutions and universities.

INClusion

St Cutherine’s is firmly committed to the
principles of the “Every Child Mutters” uyendu.
All students ure given the opportunity to benefit
fully from the whole range of ucudemic,
spiritudl, cultural and sociul opportunities
provided. Euch student is encouruged to
achieve her full potentidl, receiving individudl
help und support us hecessury. Regular
aftendunce und yood punctudlity are key
feutures of u successful educution. Atftendunce
is closely monitored und jpurents have dn
essentidl role to play in supporting the school
und their daughter in uchieving this success.

Fducatfion in Human
Relationships

At St Cutherine’s we provide un educution in
sexudlity which informs and equips our students
to muke the best choices on u personul, Morul
and spiritudl level, with wisdom, knowledge

und compussion. Our progrumme is delivered

in u Cutholic, Christiun context und uccordiny
to Diocesun Guidelines und the Nutionadl
Curriculum stundurds, with regyurd to the specific
knowledye students should have,

56
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Our delivery is through RE, Science und our
Citizenship programme including Heulth
Educution. Other subjects ulso share the delivery
depending on whuat is beiny covered:

° English through Literature and Poetry
o Art through specific works
° History und Mediu dlso have input

Each subject dims to help students further
explore the importunce und conseyuences

of uny reldtionship, ut what ever stage in life.
Above dll it dims to empower them to munage
the pressures of society und the Mediu, with
regurd to their self respect und the respect of
others. The dignity of every person is sucred

und us u womun, euch student hus the future
expectdution of motherhood, which curries with it
tremendous responsibilities.

PSHCE

The mujor purt of the PSHCE curriculum is
explored on five days in the yedar when hormal
timetdble is suspended ucross the school

und u specidl programme of visits, specidlist
sessions und events is urrunyed. This includes
opportunities for the students to brouden

their musicul, urtistic, cultural und sporting
experience. We dlso welcome severdl outside
agencies und theutre groups to further
enhunce the PSHCE proyrumme.

Students ure encouruyed to consider their role
us citizens in their contribution to the school und
their community. Some uspects of Citizenship
dre dlso covered ih the academic curriculum.

special Educational Needs

The full development of the potentiul of every
student is centrdl to the ethos ut St Cutherine’s.
Students may be identified us heediny extru
support from the Speciul Educutionul Needs
Depurtment for u variety of educutiondl,
medicul or emotionul reusons. Support muy be
provided on un individudl or small group busis,
or muay be yiven in cluss. The Depurtment works
closely with stuff and purents to ensure the most
effective response to u student’s heeds.
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School Uniform

Main School Uniform:

° Black watch tartan kilt, must be worn
below the knee

° White blouse (for Yeurs 7 to 9)
° Pdle blue blouse (for Yeurs 10 und 11)
° Dark, navy blue bluzer with school budye

° Dark, navy blue *V-neck’ jumper with green
stripe on "V’ only

° Plain black shoes (hot trainers, high heels,
sling baucks, canvaus nor boots)

Plain, unputterned navy or black tights or
navy, bluck or white socks

° Plain, dark navy or black outer cout with
no logo or brand hume

PE Kit:

e Pudle yellow uertex blouse with
school budye

° Plauin navy sports skirt or shorts (Yeurs 7-9) or
joyyiny trousers (Yeurs 10-11) with ho logo
or brund hume

e  School havy fleece (optional)
° Pluin, white frainers

John Lewis of Bluewdter is the recoghised
suppliers of St Cutherine’s uhiform.

Charging Policy
Educational visits and activities

The 1988 Educutionul Act brought into force
on 1 April 1989 u new stututory framework for
charging school activities. Thus, dll educaution
provided ut school during school hours shall
be free. The followiny ure exceptions when u
charge will be levied:
° individual tuition given in u

musicul instrument

o the bourd und lodying element of
expenses incurred on
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° u residential trip

° activities which tuke plauce wholly or muinly
outside school hours

In the cuse of uctivities, trips or visits which

take place during school hours us optiondl
extrus, purents will be usked to contribute u
proportionute sum for their child once the
uyyreyute cost hus been determined. Fuilure
to meet the uygyreyute cost from voluntary
contributions meuns that the activity, trip or visit
will not tuke pluce.

The followihy wordiny will be incorporuted into
letters to purents regarding such activities, trips
or Visits:

The visit cunnot tuke pluce unless we cun

ruise by voluntury contribution the sum of

...Jper student. This covers the cost of... | should
be gruteful if your daughter would bring the
contribution, together with the reply slip below,
in un envelope Mmurked with her naume aund
form und uddressed to her Form Tutor by... If
cheqyue is enclosed, pleuse write her hume and
form on this ulso. You will be informed us soon us
possible if sufficient contributions are mude to
permit the visit,

Complaints

In uny community, things occusiondlly go wrony.
When that happens, we want to make it us eusy
us possible to address auny issues with parents,
Therefore, we here set out the procedures which
we use to sort out such situations.

Before doing this, we should like to say that u
wuy of preventing problems from developing

is for purents to encouruye their duughter to
share any problem or unxiety with her tutor,
subject teucher, Yeur Learning Co-ordinutor,
Subject Leuder or one of the Deputy or Assistunt
Heuds, however frividl it may seem to be. If the

problem does develop; we ure then uble to sort
it out us uickly us possible. In order to inform us
of their concerns, purents cun:

e write u comment in the student’s plunner
either for the Form Leuder or the
Subject Teucher;

° write u hote to the Form Leader or
Subject Teucher;

° contuct the Subject Leuder to usk for
un uppointment;

° contuct the Yeur Leuder to usk for
un uppointment;

o telephone or write u note to the Senior
Leuder in churye of the Yeur Group, uskiny
for an uppointment.,

We dre confident that matters can usuully

be sorted out sutisfuctorily und informailly in
these ways. If, however, ufter followiny these
procedures, purents are not sutisfied, they may
make a formal complaint in writing to the Heud
Teucher. When written compluints are made,
we ucknowledyge the compldint in writing within
two school duys. In the ucknowledgment, we
will include:

° the hume of the stuff deuling with the
compluint;

° u deudline of no fewer thun seven working
days for hotifying parents of proyress that
has been made;

° if at dll practicable, a deadline of ten
school days for settling the compluint,

If we ure unuble to resolve the mutter in school,
u compluint muy be uddressed in writing to the
Chuir of Governhors ut the school. In this case,
we have u formul complaints procedure which
is avuiluble on reyuest.

/-8
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Attendaonce 2008-2009 School Term and Holiday
Number on roll u to May 2009: 1054 Dates 2010-201 |

Whole school uttendunce: 93.7%
Autumn Term 2010

Unauthorised absence: Term starts:

Years as % of possible attendance Friduy 3rd September

7 0.1 Yeur 7: 8.40um - 12.00pm

8 03 Yeur 8 - ]O Q30um - ]240pm

% 0.8 Half Term:

10 0.9 Monduy 25th October - Friday 29st October
1 0.6 Term ends:

Totul uveruge: | 0.6% Friday 17th December

Authorised absence Spring Term 2011

Years as % of possible attendance Term starts:

7 5 Wednhesduy 5th January
8 9.5 Half Term:
9 / Monday 21st February — Friday 25th February
10 6.6
Term ends:
I 4.7 Friday 8th April
Totul averaye: | 5.8%

Summer Term 2011

Term starts:
Wednesduy 27th April
(Bunk holidauy Monday 2nd May)

Half Term:
Monday 30th Muy - Friduy 3rd June

Term Ends:
Thursduay 21st July
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Destinations

Destinations of those leaving
St. Catherine’s in 2007

Year 11:
Those goinyg on to other schools or 128

Sixth Form College

Those leuving to uttend colleyes of 56
Further Educution
Those yoiny struight into work 7
with fraining

Those yoiny to work with ho truining

Those moviny out of the ureu

Ofther

Not Known

NI IN|IO|O

Unsure

Totul: 201

Chair of Governors
Mrs T Gladwin

Governors und the Clerk to the Governors cun
be contucted ut the school uddress.
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St. Cutherine’s Cutholic School for Girls

Waitling Street T. 01322 556333
Bexleyheuth F. 01322 555919
Kent DA6 7QJ E. admin@stccy.co.uk

Patricia M Slonecki (PMS)
e-Signed 2009-09-30 03:18PM GMT
pslonecki@stccg.co.uk
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