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Dear parents and carers,

I hope you all had a good break over the summer. It has been wonderful to welcome our new Year 7 and our first 
cohort of Year 12 on site this week. They have all settled well, ready for the opportunities a new school year holds. 
We are looking forward to welcoming the rest of the school back on Monday.

I would also like to extend a warm welcome to new members of staff that are continuing their vocation with us:

• Mr Akintola - Computer Science teacher
• Ms Baker - Sixth Form Administrator
• Mr Dowgan - Music teacher
• Miss Downer - LSA
• Mr Fortune - Librarian
• Ms Hussain - Computer Science teacher
• Ms Jawad - Maths teacher
• Mrs Narasegowda - LSA
• Mr Narkotey - Maths teacher
• Ms Szokodi - Science teacher

During the holidays we celebrated with last year’s Year 11 as they achieved another set of outstanding GCSE 
results, significantly higher than national averages. Everyone at St Catherine’s wishes them every success for the 
future. Thank you to all my staff for walking alongside them for the last five years.

Please remember that we will have lessons on Mondays until 4pm over 30 weeks to cover the lessons that would 
be covered in the extra half term week, these are starting on Monday 7th September.

All schools across the country are finding their budgets getting tighter and tighter. Please ensure your school fund 
is paid up to date as this helps to provide some of the extra opportunities and activities we offer. We are also 
relaunching our own 500 club to help raise funds, please see details inside this edition of contact. 

Please see the separate letter sent from the senior leadership team regarding uniform, mobile phones, water 
bottles, ParentPay top up and being ready for the start of term.

Please continue to follow us on Instagram to keep up to date with our school activities. 
https://www.instagram.com/stccgbexley/?hl=en

Upcoming Events

Y7 Parents’ Mass and Information Evening 17th September 6.30-8pm

Open Evening 1st October 5pm-8pm (early finish for students)

God bless,

Nicola Thompson

Headteacher We warmly welcomed the new 
Year 7 to St Catherine’s this week.
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70th Anniversary Celebration Mass marking St Catherine’s Platinum Jubilee 
1956-2026, bringing students, staff, governors, alumni & friends together on 

Saturday 10th October 10.40am for 11am Mass, followed by refreshments and 
student-led walk-arounds. We really look forward to greeting you, again!

Register below for ticketing info and payment details and share the link with 
others who wish to attend: Register to attend

However long it’s been since you left, we invite you to register for information and 
updates on the Alumni data-base here

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/a4EwY9WFUc
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/56U2UEJ3p4
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Chaplaincy Corner

Dear Parents & Carers,
I’d like to add my warm welcome back, to the new 

academic year at St Catherine’s.
There is something rather lovely about September. After the 

busyness of the final weeks of term, the last six weeks have 
given our girls something they really deserved: time to rest, 
recharge, have fun, spend time with family and friends, travel, 
explore and simply enjoy being young. Those experiences 
matter. They give us memories and stories to share, and they 
help us grow in ways that don't always happen in a classroom. 
We return perhaps a little more independent, confident, curious 
– and certainly with a few more stories to tell! And now comes 
the exciting bit. You might say our girls have received a rather 
special promotion! 

Each new year group brings greater independence, new opportunities and a little more responsibility. 
So, as you settle back into school, perhaps don't think simply about going up a year, but about 
becoming a little more of the person God is calling you to be. 

What gifts will you discover in yourself? Who might need your friendship? Where might you make a 
difference? While we have been enjoying our summer, the world around us has continued to change. 
Our own country has welcomed a significant new chapter with Andy Burnham becoming Britain’s first 
lifelong Catholic Prime Minister, while around the world communities have faced devastating floods, 
fires and other disasters. Change can sometimes feel overwhelming. Yet this is where our faith gives us 
something precious: a sense of belonging, purpose and hope. 

At the beginning of this academic year, Pope Leo XIV offers us a beautiful image to help us find our 
way through change: living waters. The Season of Creation, from 1 September to 4 October, invites us 
to reflect on water as God's precious gift – essential to life, something to be protected and something to 
be shared. Pope Leo reminds us that caring for creation is also about caring for people, especially 
those who are most vulnerable. The image comes from the prophet Ezekiel, who describes water 
flowing from the Temple – beginning as a small stream, becoming deeper and deeper, and bringing life, 
healing and fruitfulness wherever it goes. But perhaps we can think about living water in another way 
too. What if we are meant to be part of that river? Every day, each of us brings something into our 
school community: our words, our attitudes, our humour, our patience, our talents, our worries, our 
kindness and our faith. And those things flow into the lives of other people. A smile can change

FRIDAY 4TH SEPTEMBER 2026
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someone's morning. A kind word can restore someone's confidence. A friend who notices can make 
someone feel less alone. A teacher who believes in a student can help her believe in herself. Living 
water doesn't have to be dramatic. 

Living water doesn't have to be dramatic. Sometimes it is simply kindness flowing from one person 
to another. This is at the heart of our Catholic Life & Mission. It is not just what happens in the chapel, 
at Mass or in RE. It is the way we live our faith every day – how we treat one another, care for creation, 
support those who struggle and use the gifts God has given us. And this is one of the reasons we feel 
so blessed to welcome your daughters back to St Catherine’s. We want them to leave us not only with 
excellent qualifications, but knowing that they matter, they have gifts to share, they have a voice, and 
their lives can bring goodness to others.

Yesterday, as staff prepared for the new year, we reflected on one simple question: “Lord, what do 
you want to flow through me this year?” It is a beautiful question for all of us – and perhaps especially 
for our girls. During my first year at St Catherine’s, when young people came into the chapel carrying 
worries, disappointments or questions, I often ended our conversations by asking: “Tell me one thing 
you are thankful for here at school.” The answers were rarely about grand achievements. They were 
about the teacher or friend who noticed, whose kindness brightened a difficult day, the friend who 
stayed, the person who offered forgiveness, or simply the smile that made someone feel seen. That, 
perhaps, is what Living Water looks like at St Catherine’s: the quiet, beautiful flow of goodness 
between people. So welcome back, girls. Your summer has given you the chance to rest and recharge. 
Now your next adventure begins. Step confidently into your new year and embrace the opportunities 
waiting for you. Remember that you belong here, you are needed here, and you have gifts to share 
here. May God's living water flow through our school this year – refreshing those who are tired, 
strengthening those who are struggling, and helping every young person entrusted to us to flourish. 
And may every girl discover just how much goodness can flow from one life, one kind word, one small 
act of love. Welcome back to St Catherine’s. The new year has begun.

Watch Pope Leo’s reflective prayer here:

A message from Pope Leo XIV

Chaplaincy Corner

Mrs Bell 
Chaplain 
chaplain@stccg.co.uk

FRIDAY 4TH SEPTEMBER 2026
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Chaplaincy Corner
First Friday Masses 
will resume in October and you are all warmly invited to celebrate Mass with us, from 8am before 
school starts, on the dates below. If your daughter altar serves in your parish or enjoys reading, please 
encourage them to do so in school, too, serving our small and intimate morning First Friday in each 
month Mass. We are grateful to Fr Luke from St John Vianney parish for his attendance.
First Friday Mass dates this term:     2nd October     6th November     4th December

For more on this weekend’s Gospel Reading
visit The Wednesday Word and click through to Wed 2nd September, as shown below.
“The Greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven.”
Matthew 18:15-20 outlines Jesus's instructions for handling conflict and seeking reconciliation within the 
community of believers.

FRIDAY 4TH SEPTEMBER 2026

https://wednesday-word.paperturn-view.com/summer-holiday-special?pid=MTA101634&p=11&v=217.5
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Chaplaincy Corner
First Friday Masses – First Friday in each month!
will resume in October and you are all warmly invited to celebrate Mass with us, just 30 minutes from 
8am before school starts, on the dates below. If your daughter altar serves in your parish or enjoys 
reading, please encourage them to do so in school, too, serving our small and intimate morning First 
Friday in each month Mass. We are grateful to Fr Luke from St John Vianney parish for his attendance.
First Friday Mass dates this term:     2nd October     6th November     4th December

**** 70th Anniversary Celebration Mass ****
marking St Catherine’s Platinum Jubilee 1956-2026, bringing students, staff, governors, alumni & 
friends together on Saturday 10th October 10.40am for 11am Mass, followed by refreshments and 
student-led walk-arounds. We really look forward to greeting you, again! 
Register below for ticketing info and payment details and share the link with others who wish to attend: 

Register to attend
However long it’s been since you left, we invite you to register for information and updates on the 

Alumni data-base here

Chaplaincy Clubs
Resume on Monday 7th September
KS3 1pm Lunch Time + KS4 1.50pm Lunch Time
Monday Morocco Trip Meetings, Tuesday Arts & Crafts Club, Wednesday Eco Warriors, Thursday 
Foodbank (every other week), and Friday Gardening Club will resume. Students must attend the first 
meeting to sign-up and parents will be notified of their daughter’s wish to join after school clubs and 
activities linked to Chaplaincy. Faith in Action Award Scheme moves from Tuesdays to Wednesdays 
after school, starting after October Half Term. 

St Catherine’s Chapel 
is a welcoming space for everyone in St Catherine’s School community. If you wish to discuss anything 
spiritually- or faith-related, please don’t hesitate to reach out. Please emaildirectly to book an 
appointment during school hours – chaplain@stccg.co.uk - the Chapel door is always open.

St Catherine’s Foodbank 
is here to serve our school families in time of change and challenge. Please contact your Head of Year 
staff member or myself, should a change in your family circumstances be causing financial or emotional 
concern and worry. We are here to help.

With every blessing for a peaceful weekend.

Mrs Bell 
Chaplain chaplain@stccg.co.uk

FRIDAY 4TH SEPTEMBER 2026
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Counselling Corner
Welcome to the Family!

A very warm welcome to the school year for our Year 12 and 
Year 7’s. The focus this week has been to welcome your 
daughter as they transition into key stages of their academic 
life. For our Year 7 parents and carers, this marks the start of 
your daughters secondary school journey which is a 
milestone for your whole family. Over the past couple of days 
it has been a pleasure meeting so many of your daughters. 
Your daughter’s energy, curiosity and inquisitiveness as they 
begin to navigate their way into our school community has 
been inspiring to witness. Year 12’s have matured overnight! 
They have grown into beautiful ambassadors for our 
community. Our Catholic education demands an education 
for all. Please rest assured that our entire community is 
dedicated to making sure your child feels safe, valued and 
welcome every day in our school.

Transition Together

It is completely natural for these key transitions to bring a mix of excitement and anxiety. Your child is maturing 
and adapting to a new environment. If you notice your child is exceptionally tired, a little quiet, or more emotional 
than usual after school, please know this is entirely normal. They are processing a lot of change. The best 
support you is patience, a listening ear and encouragement. 

In Partnership with You

No question is irrelevant, no worry is insignificant. Please do not hesitate to reach out to us as partnership 
between home and school is vital for your child’s well-being.

Spotlighting the Wellbeing Centre

Here at St. Catherine’s we are committed to walking alongside you ensuring your daughter thrives socially, 
emotionally and academically. Our Wellbeing Centre is a calm, safe and supportive space where students can 
drop in before school, at break and lunch if they are feeling overwhelmed, having friendship difficulties or simply 
need a quiet moment to settle. We encourage you to remind your daughter that this space is available if she 
needs it. 

Have a lovely weekend with a balance of getting organised for next week and taking some down time to 
celebrate the huge ‘wins’ this week.

Miss Mulroy (Lead Counsellor)

FRIDAY 4TH SEPTEMBER 2026
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GCSE Results 2026
As we look back on the recent exam season, we are filled with immense pride to share and celebrate the 

amazing exam results achieved by our students. Our students have shown incredible dedication, resilience, and 
focus. Their hard work has truly paid off, and these outstanding results are a testament to their ambition and 
determination. Whether they achieved top marks or made significant personal progress, every single student 

deserves our warmest congratulations. They have laid a fantastic foundation for their next steps, and we cannot 
wait to see what they accomplish next.

Of course, these achievements do not happen in a vacuum. We want to extend a heartfelt thank you to our 
exceptional teaching and support staff. Their tireless dedication, late-night grading, and unwavering belief in 

our students' potential have guided our young people through every challenge.

Finally, we owe a massive debt of gratitude to you, our parents and guardians. Your constant encouragement, 
patience, and partnership with the school have been vital to this success. Education is a team effort, and your 

support at home is the bedrock upon which these results were built.

Thank you all for making our school such a vibrant, supportive, and successful community.

71.67% of all GCSE entries achieved grades 5–9, approximately 20 percentage higher than the 2026 national 
average. 84% of students achieved a grade 4 or above in English & Maths and an amazing 66% achieved a 

grade 5 or above in English & Maths.

Headline Measures National Figures St Catherine's 
School

Entries achieving Grades 7 to 9 21.80% 27.49%
Entries achieving Grades 5 to 9 52% 71.67%
Entries achieving Grades 4 to 9 67.00% 85.22%
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Year 7 - Welcome to St Catherine’s
We have been absolutely delighted to open our doors and our hearts to our brand-new Year 7 students as they 

officially join our school family. Transitioning to a new school is a significant milestone, and we are incredibly 
proud of how gracefully our new students have stepped into this exciting chapter. Grounded in our shared 

community values, our mission is to ensure every child feels safe, valued, and inspired to reach their full potential. 

The energy and enthusiasm across the school over the last two days have been truly wonderful to witness. The 
new students have thoroughly enjoyed exploring their new surroundings and making wonderful new friendships 
during break times. It has been a joy to see them integrating so beautifully into the St Catherine's family, and we 

cannot wait to see them flourish academically, socially, and spiritually in the terms ahead.
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Sixth Form Team-Building: The Balloon Chair Challenge!

Our Sixth Form students recently kicked off a fantastic team-building exercise that put their engineering and 
collaboration skills to the test. The mission? The Balloon Chair Challenge!

Teams were given a strict 15-minute time limit to brainstorm, design, and construct a functional chair using only 
balloons. Once the clock ran out, each group had to nominate a brave teammate to sit on their creation. To 
stay in the running, the goal was to keep the chair intact. The team with the most popped balloons would 

unfortunately face defeat.

The creativity on display was brilliant, and the structural integrity of the designs was even better, resulting in 
only a single balloon popping across the entire event!

A massive congratulations goes out to Bismi and Isabel, who claimed ultimate victory. Their impressive design 
successfully held a person without popping a single balloon! Well done to everyone who took part for showing 

fantastic teamwork and ingenuity.

Mrs Kelly - Head of PE
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Well done to Teni Afanu 8CE1 for her success in the Kent Football Trials. She made the Kent County Football 
Team as one of their strikers, after competing against many other girls in the borough. What a super young 

talent she is. If you see Teni around the school, please congratulate her 😊

Mrs Cernuschi – PE Teacher
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Important Information
 Free School Meal Information and Help: https://www.stccg.co.uk/Free-

School-Meals/

 Sixth Form Information: https://www.stccg.co.uk/Sixth-Form/

 PE Clubs and Extracurricular Activities Timetable: 
https://www.stccg.co.uk/Parents/Extra-Curricular-Activites/

 Term Dates: https://www.stccg.co.uk/Parents/Term-Dates/

 School Day: https://www.stccg.co.uk/Parents/School-Day/

 Uniform Expectations: https://www.stccg.co.uk/Parents/Uniform/

 School Equipment List: https://www.stccg.co.uk/News/Equipment-List/

 Online Safety: https://www.stccg.co.uk/Parents/Online-Safety/

https://www.instagram.com/stccgbexley/

We are excited to invite you to follow our school’s official Instagram account. By following us, you can stay 
closely connected with the achievements of our school community.

We regularly share photos and updates from classroom activities, special events, trips, celebrations, and student 
achievements. It gives parents a window into the vibrant learning environment your children are part of each day.
Following our account will also help you stay informed about important reminders, upcoming events, and school 

initiatives. It’s a quick and convenient way to keep up with what’s happening at school and to celebrate the 
successes of our students and staff.

In addition, Instagram allows us to build a stronger sense of community by sharing positive moments, 
highlighting student work, and showcasing the creativity and dedication within our school.

We encourage all parents and guardians to follow our account and stay connected with us. Your support helps 
strengthen the partnership between home and school.

Thank you for being part of our school community.

FRIDAY 4TH SEPTEMBER 2026



We still have an opportunity for U15 Bromley Junior Premier League
(JPL) girls. If you work in schools and have any students that are in year 
9 or 10 and are wanting to trial, please let me know or give their parents 

my details

my email: Coach.sia9@gmail.com 
or

phone number: 07577062330

Miss Woodhouse – Head of Year 11 and PE Teacher




